
 

 

 

WINTER/SPRING 2017 CATALOG 
AND REGISTRATION FORM 

Registration is required for all ALI classes. ALL registrations will be MAIL-IN-ONLY and will be 
processed based on the date they are received at the ALI office.  Confirmation slips will be 
mailed.   
 
Registration fee is $10 per semester.  Class fees range from $10 to $30 based on the total number 
of times the class meets.  There may be additional fees for course materials or supplies. 
Registrations will be accepted during the semester as long as there are class spaces available.  
CLOSED classes will be posted on the ALI website at www.adultlearnersinstitute.org. 
 
One class is being offered with each of our partners, the Chelsea Senior Center and the 
Chelsea District Library.   Consult the catalog for the class description, date, location and time. 
 
Additional catalogs and registration forms are available at the ALI office, 5 Healthy Towns, Chelsea 
Wellness Center, 14800 Old US 12, Chelsea; Chelsea & Dexter Senior Centers; front desk at CRC, 
Silver Maples, The Cedars of Dexter; the Chelsea and Dexter District Libraries; the Chelsea and 
Dexter Chambers of Commerce, or print one from the ALI website at www.adultlearnersinstitute.org. 
 
Mail your registration form (one for each person) to Adult Learners Institute, PO Box 134, Chelsea, 
MI 48118, with a check made out to ALI of Chelsea MI, Inc.  If you have questions, call 
734.292.5540 to leave a message, and someone will return your call as soon as possible. 
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ARCHITECTURE: THE HISTORY OF DEXTER   
AND CHELSEA 
Grace Shackman 
(Presented in cooperation with Washtenaw  
Community College) 
May 4, 11, 18, 25 (4 Thursdays) 
2:00 to 4:00 pm 
Cedars of Dexter Clubhouse, 411 Cedars Lane, 
Dexter, MI 
The class will cover the unique histories as well as 
styles of architecture in Dexter and Chelsea - their 
founding, the effect of the railroad and Huron River, 
the growth and challenges of the downtowns, the 
recent rise of entertainment centers and more.  The 
class will include two power point presentations 
and two walks, one of which will include a visit to  
Gordon Hall.  (The tour may not be completely 
handicapped accessible.) 
Grace Shackman is a history columnist for the 
Ann Arbor Observer, the Community Observer, and 
the Old West Side News.  She is the author of four 
books: Ann Arbor in the 19th Century, Ann Arbor in 
the 20th Century, Ann Arbor Observed, and  
Webster: A Time, A Place, A People.  Grace 
served eight years as a Washtenaw County  
Commissioner.  She has been teaching local  
history at Washtenaw Community College since 
1998.  Grace recently was awarded the "2014 Old 
West Side Citizen Award" for her recording of the 
history of the community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASTROLOGY 
Beverly Fish 
(Presented in cooperation with Washtenaw  
Community College) 
February 27, March 6, 13 & 20 (4 Mondays) 
10:30 am to 12:30 pm 
Silver Maples, 100 Silver Maples Dr., Chelsea, MI 
The word astrology can be translated simply as the 
language of the stars, and its study has been dated to 
thousands of years before the Common Era.  This 
Introduction to Astrology class will help you interpret 
this celestial language and understand what the  
planets tell us by their position in the various houses 
of the zodiac.  Learn how your horoscope can  
influence your life and help you in your life's journey! 
Beverly Fish has been an astrologer since 1974 and 
belongs to the local Southeast Michigan Astrology 
Roundtable and the Great Lakes Astrology conference 
held in Ann Arbor.  She also has a master's degree in 
Women's Studies and American History from Eastern 
Michigan University.  She has also been a board 
member of the Michigan Women's Studies Association 
and Historical Center since 1984.  She has published 
articles and lectured on Michigan women throughout 
the state, while teaching courses in women's history 
and women's studies at Wayne State University and 
the College of Creative Studies. 
 
CHINA’S CHIANG KAI-SHEK AND MAO ZEDONG—
MOLDERS OF CHINA’S DESTINY 
Jui Hwa Upshur 
April 7 & 14 (2 Fridays) 
10:00 am to 12 noon 
Chelsea Senior Center, 512 Washington St., Chelsea, 
MI, Bldg 100, Board Room 
Chiang Kai-shek (1887-1975) and Mao Zedong (1893-
1976) shared some goals and vastly differed in others 
as they struggled for supremacy and as rulers of  

Adult Learners Institute Winter/Spring Classes, 2017 

Many great courses are scheduled from February through May, 2017.  A scholarship fund is available 
for those needing assistance with registration fees.   

Based in Chelsea, Michigan, the Adult Learners Institute [ALI] provides a diverse selection of       
quality community-based learning experiences and camaraderie for adults.  ALI is a nonprofit        
Lifelong Learning Institute [LLI] affiliated with Road Scholar Institute Network, a group of similar       
organizations.    

ALI is always looking for additional volunteers to help fulfill its mission.  For example, curricu-
lum planning, finance committee, catalog editing, processing registration forms, returning phone mes-
sages, class and audio-visual assistants. 

For more information call, 734.292.5540 to leave a message, or see our website at 
www.adultlearnersinstitute.org. 

Many Adult Learners Institute courses are conducted in cooperation with                                      
Washtenaw Community College. 

PLEASE NOTE:   ALI classes are cancelled when Chelsea District Schools are  
closed due to inclement weather [Call 734.433.2275 for information].   
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China.  Primary sources recently made available, 
such as Chiang's detailed and voluminous diaries 
and works by Mao's intimate associates (Mao did not 
keep a diary), have made possible a better analysis 
and comparison of the two men.  Importantly, even  
decades after their deaths both men remain  
influential as their successors continue to direct the 
Chinese states on both sides of the Taiwan Strait.  
This course will examine how Chiang and Mao tried 
to mold and move China during their lives and  
explain why they shared important goals for China 
despite their ideological differences and bitter mutual 
enmity. 
Jiu-Hwa Upshur has a B.A. in history and  
anthropology from the University of Sydney,  
Australia; an M.A. and Ph.D from the University of  
Michigan, specializing in modern Chinese history.  
She was a Professor of History at Eastern  
Michigan University.  Jiu-Hwa is a retired author,  
co-author, translator, and editor of books and  
articles. 
 
 
CLIMATE: GLOBAL WARMING 
John Seeley 
April 21 & 28  (2 Fridays) 
10:30 am to 12:30 pm 
Silver Maples, 100 Silver Maples Dr., Chelsea, MI 
Most climate scientists accept that the earth is  
warming because of our use of fossil fuels, yet there 
are skeptics.  What is the science?  Why are people 
skeptical?  What are some of the impacts on global 
warming?  Why should we be worried?  What's  
climate justice?  Most importantly: what can you and 
I do about global warming? 
John Seeley has been sincerely concerned about 
global warming for over a decade.  He did many 
things that he thought were personally helpful.  A few 
years ago, he decided that political, as well as  
personal action was required if we, as a society and 
world, were going to make a dent in this  
tremendously significant problem.  He is a volunteer 
with Citizens Climate Lobby (CCL) CitizensClimate-
Lobby.org, an international grassroots, non-profit, 
non-partisan congressional lobbying organization. 
 
 
CRUISING SOUTHERN SPAIN & PORTUGAL 
Charlotte Wyche 
April 26  (1 Wednesday) 
1:00 to 3:00 pm 
St. Mary Church  -  Parrish Hall, 14200 E. Old US 12, 
Chelsea, MI  
From Barcelona to Lisbon, the coastal areas of 
southern Spain and Portugal contain evidence of an 
incredibly rich diversity of cultures that have  
occupied these lands since the beginning of history.  
This course describes an educational voyage  
arranged through Smithsonian Journeys and  
provides photographs from the cities, villages, and 

port towns in which the art, architecture, and traditions of 
this unique melange of cultures and the Golden Age of 
Discovery are still evident. 
Charlotte Wyche is a traveler who has relished the  
opportunities she has had in her life to visit many  
wonderful places across the United States and also 
around the world.  Best have been the travel  
opportunities she has been able to combine with some 
aspect of her dental hygiene/community health  
education career.  Learning as much as she can about 
the culture she is visiting has long been a special focus.  
She loves to share the photographs and stories from her 
trips. 
 
 
FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND THE FIRST  
AMENDMENT 
Alan Tucker 
(Presented in cooperation with Washtenaw  
Community College) 
March 16, 23, 30 & April 6 (4 Thursdays) 
 2:00 to 4:00 pm 
Cedars of Dexter, Billiard Room, 411 Cedars Lane,  
Dexter, MI 
What, if anything limits your Constitutional right to say or 
print whatever you choose?  Can you threaten others, 
betray secrets, utter obscenities?  Join the discussion as 
we look at tough laws and famous lawsuits.  Stop by the 
Cedars Café and get a cup of coffee to enjoy during 
class.  This class will be like a "Vermont Townhall"  
meeting with students and teacher discussion. 
Alan Tucker, a native of Chicago, received Bachelor's 
and Master's degrees in Philosophy from Southern  
Illinois University.  He has taught courses as a  
pre-doctoral Instructor at the University of Michigan in 
Ann Arbor and as Lecturer and Adjunct Professor at the 
University of Maryland in Europe, Schoolcraft College, 
and Eastern Michigan University.  He also holds a J.D. 
from Wayne State University, and recently retired from 
working as a Legal Aid attorney, handling primarily  
disability cases and civil rights issues. 
 
GARDENING IN CONTAINERS 
Jennifer Fairfield 
April 27th  (1 Thursday)  
10:00 am to 12 noon 
Chelsea Senior Center, 512 E. Washington St., Chelsea, 
MI, Bldg 100, Cafeteria 
What's keeping you from gardening?  Do you have poor 
soil, limited space, or a lack of time?  Container gardens 
are great solutions for all of these.  Join us for lots of tips 
and ideas for growing plants in containers, from herbs 
and vegetables to beautiful floral displays. 
Jennifer Fairfield grew up in southern New Jersey; 
"The Garden State" - helping out in her grandmother's 
gardens, and has been a resident of Michigan for more 
than 20 years.  After spending most of her adult life in 
the Human Resources industry, Jennifer decided in 
2012 to do something that she was really passionate 
about, and bought The Garden Mill in Chelsea, MI.  
There is nothing Jennifer likes more than talking about 
gardening. 
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GENESIS:  WHERE IT ALL BEGAN 
Rev. Ken Phifer 
(Presented in cooperation with Washtenaw  
Community College) 
May 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31  (5 Wednesdays) 
10:00 am to 12 noon 
St. Paul United Church of Christ, Board Room, 14600 E. 
Old US 12, Chelsea, MI  
The first book in both the Jewish and Christian Bibles is 
Genesis.  It is a book that resonates throughout the  
remainder of both of those Bibles.  Its stories and 
themes also have a prominent place in the Muslim  
sacred text, the Koran.  We will discuss how and why 
the book was written, by whom, and what some of the 
meanings are that have continued to play important 
roles throughout western civilization.  The course is  
primarily lecture, with ample opportunity for participants 
to ask questions and offer their own insights.  Reading 
the book of Genesis before attending the class would be 
helpful. 
Dr. Phifer is the Senior Minister Emeritus of the First 
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Ann Arbor, where 
he served for 25 years.  He is the author of three books, 
numerous articles, and has taught in ALI, OLLI, and 
Elderwise programs since retiring.  He is a graduate of 
Harvard College and the University of Chicago Divinity 
School. 
 
 
HUMANS AND CANINES  -  A SYMBIOTIC  
RELATIONSHIP 
Greg Peter 
February 23 & March 2  (2 Thursdays) 
2:00 to 4:00 pm 
Cedars of Dexter Clubhouse, 411 Cedars Lane,  
Dexter, MI 
Evolution has often favored species that enjoy a  
symbiotic relationship.  This is the case for people and 
dogs and it has been for tens of thousands of years.  
Domestication of other species by humans followed this 
first collaboration, but more as an outgrowth of the  
transition from hunting and gathering to settlements  
dependent on agriculture.  What dogs have meant to 
people has a more primal basis and what they mean to 
folks today is derivative of that relationship.  The  
lectures will explore the biological and cultural  
anthropological aspects of this unique bond between 
species. 
Greg Peter received both undergraduate and graduate 
degrees in Zoology from the University of Michigan in 
the 70's and a doctorate of Veterinary Medicine from 
Michigan State in 1980.  After postdoctoral training at 
the University of Michigan Medical School in Laboratory 
Animal Medicine and board certification in the veterinary 
specialty, he began working for Parke-Davis in 1983.  
For 24 years he served as a clinical veterinarian,  
collaborative research scientist, and biomedical imaging  
expert.  Since becoming gainfully unemployed, he has 
pursued secondary interests in wildlife disease and  
outdoor education. 
 

IRAN HISTORY—1500 TO THE PRESENT 
Joan Gaughan 
March 1, 8, 15 & 22  (4 Wednesdays) 
2:00 to 4:00 pm 
Silver Maples, 100 Silver Maples Dr., Chelsea, MI 
This country once called "Persia" has recently  
captured our attention as once it captured that of the 
ancient Greeks.  This course follows Iran's modern 
history from the reign of the great Safavid empire in 
the sixteenth century through its decline under the 
Qajar monarchs in the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, its revival under the two Pahlavi  
monarchs of the twentieth century, and its fateful 
upheaval beginning with the Islamic Revolution of 
1979 and that revolution’s implications for the West. 
Joan Gaughan completed a two-year stint in the 
Peace Corps in Iran (1964-1966).  She studied Mid-
dle Eastern History at Columbia University, and took 
a doctorate in the British Empire with a cognate in 
the Near East at the University of Michigan.  From 
1968 until 2002, she taught history at Washtenaw  
Community College.  She has published a three-
volume collection of primary source materials in  
European history and a book on British women who 
went to India in the early days of the empire. 
 
 
ITALY’S GEOGRAPHY & CULTURE 
Marcella Corona 
February 16  (1 Thursday)  
2:00 to 4:00  pm 
Cedars of Dexter Clubhouse, 411 Cedars Lane, 
Dexter, MI 
The impressive natural features of Italy's geography 
stretch from the majestic northern Alps to the  
endless shimmering beaches.  The mountains and 
the coasts, along with the countless lakes, rivers 
and small islands, have helped to shape Italian  
culture.  In this class, we will explore Italy's varied 
and exciting terrain and find out about the culture of 
her people and much more. 
Marcella Corona was born in Italy where she went 
to school, worked and traveled widely.  Marcella 
came to the United States at 22 with no knowledge 
of the English language and at 44 she earned an 
associate degree from Henry Ford Community  
College.  She has held numerous professional  
positions over the course of her career, including the 
management of her own travel agency.  She travels 
to Italy every year and while she is there, she also 
escorts groups to tour Italy. 
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KNOWING: HOW DO I KNOW WHAT I KNOW? 
Charlie Taylor 
March 21, 28, April 4 & 11 (4 Tuesdays) 
1:00 to 3:00 pm 
Chelsea Retirement Community, Dancey Theater, 
801 W. Middle St., Chelsea, MI 
This class will explore the basic philosophy and  
science of "knowing," and will not be a simple lecture, 
but more interactive with lots of questions and  
discussion.  We will start with Rene Descartes and his 
famous statement "I think, therefore I am," or more 
accurately, "There is thinking going on, therefore I  
exist."  From there, we will talk about both the  
philosophy and the biology of thinking.  For example, 
a newborn baby experiences visual shapes, colors 
and movement, but has absolutely no context to un-
derstand them, and this comes only later, with lots of 
practice.  Biology tells us that the basic structure and 
connections of the newborn brain are established  
prior to birth, and also that the brain is where our 
thoughts come from.  We will discuss dualism, the 
idea that brain and mind are separate.  We will  
discuss Bayesian logic - a mathematical approach 
that is used in computer modeling that now appears 
to be pretty much how our own brains work.  We will 
also talk about the idea of consciousness, and how 
we can spontaneously "experience" things in the  
outside world. 
Charlie Taylor received a PhD from the University of 
California, Berkeley in 1980.  He has authored many 
scientific articles and presented at scientific meetings.  
He was involved in drug discovery for Parke-Davis 
from 1982 to 2001, and then with Pfizer until 2007.  
He has lived in Chelsea since 1983, and now works 
as a consultant.  He has taught classes on various 
science topics for ALI since 2009. 
 
 
MARTIN LUTHER AND THE PROTESTANT  
REFORMATION 
Rev. Walter Schmidt 
March 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 (5 Thursdays) 
10:00 am to 12 noon 
Silver Maples, 100 Silver Maples Dr., Chelsea, MI 
The date was October 31, 1517; the place was the 
Castle Church at Wittenberg, Germany; the event 
was Martin Luther posting his 95 Theses upon the 
church door of that Castle Church.  Historians have 
pointed to this event as the beginning of the 
Protestant Reformation, thus 2017 marks the 500th 
anniversary.  Our sessions will focus on a brief  
background of the political and cultural situation of the 
day with a greater emphasis on the person and work 
of Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation.   
Luther's impact was substantial.  More has been  
written about Luther than any other person who has 
ever lived, with the exception of Jesus.  His  
understanding of scripture impacted theology, his  
translation of the Bible set the standard for German 
language usage.  He was central in founding the  
largest protestant denomination in the world, and had 

a major effect on many other denominations.  
Please join with us as together we explore this  
central figure of history. 
The Reverend Doctor Walter Schmidt is a native 
of Romeo, Michigan.  He was awarded his Master 
of Divinity degree, with honors, from Trinity  
Lutheran Seminary, Columbus, OH in 1974.  Rev. 
Schmidt earned the Doctor of Ministry degree from 
Drew University, Madison, NJ.  He is author of  
Recruiting Evangelism Callers, Lay Evangelism  
Calling and Why God Why?, plus numerous other 
writings.  For 27 years Pastor Schmidt was adjunct 
faculty at Oakland Community College teaching an 
overview class on the Bible in the Humanities  
Department.  In 2014 he retired as Senior Pastor of 
First English Lutheran Church, Grosse Pointe 
Woods, MI. 
 
 
MEKONG RIVER JOURNEY 
Trinh Pifer 
February 17 (1 Friday) 
1:00 to 3:00 pm 
Chelsea Senior Center, 512 E. Washington St.,  
Chelsea, MI, Bldg. 100, Room 114 
PLEASE NOTE:  THIS IS A FREE CLASS, BUT 
YOU MUST REGISTER BY CALLING THE  
CHELSEA SENIOR CENTER AT 734.475.9242. 
A group of travelers from the Chelsea Senior  
Center enjoyed a two-week adventure down the 
Mekong River.  Their journey started in Siem Reap, 
Cambodia with excursions to the ancient temple 
ruins of Angkor Wat, a UNESCO World Heritage 
site.  Visiting rural villages, temples, and schools 
along the Mekong River, the group of travelers 
learned about local food, religion, and culture.  
Their travels ended with visits to the urban centers 
of Saigon and Hanoi, culminating with a cruise in 
Halong Bay, another UNESCO World Heritage site 
and home to thousands of limestone cliff  
formations.  Along the way, they also made time for 
a special home visit to a local family that was  
related to some of their fellow travelers.   
Before class, join us for an Asian lunch at the Chel-
sea Senior Center Cafeteria.  When you register for 
the class, please indicate whether or not you will be 
attending the lunch. (There will be a $3 (for seniors) 
and a $4 (for guest) lunch fee payable on class 
day.) 
Trinh Pifer dedicated two years to teaching  
science for the Peace Corps in Nepal, between her 
undergraduate and graduate degrees from the  
University of Michigan.  Since then, she has  
traveled the world with her family throughout Asia, 
Europe, North and South America enjoying the  
local food and culture that each adventure offers.  
As director of the Chelsea Senior Center, she  
enjoys sharing her passion for traveling, cooking, 
and gardening with people of all ages. 
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MUSICAL THEATER 
Hank Muir and Chris Lenehan 
April 10, 17, 24 & May 1  (4 Mondays) 
2:00 to 5:00 pm (3 hours) 
Silver Maples, 100 Silver Maples Dr., Chelsea, MI 
This class is a continuation of a previous popular film 
series, presenting four new films geared for those of 
us who like musical theatre.  Each movie is preceded 
by an introduction including a brief history of the  
production and information about the authors,  
composers, lyricists, casting, location, difficulties, 
and interesting trivia.  After the showing there is time 
for questions, comments and discussion. 
Hank Muir is a retired teacher and medical practice 
administrator.  He has a bachelor's degree in social 
studies from Graceland College, a masters in history 
from the University of Nebraska and he is a Fellow in 
the American College of Medical Practice  
Executives.  Hank has lived in Chelsea since 2003 
and is a collector of books, records and movies. 
Chris Lenehan is a retired physical therapist who 
has loved music all her life and remembers singing 
along with Shirley Temple movies.  Her first role was 
as Cinderella in the sixth grade, but musical theatre 
really hooked her in high school when she played 
Rose in "Bye Bye Birdie."   She sang and danced her 
way through high school and then at the University of 
Pennsylvania.  She enjoyed the sanity that theatre 
brought in the midst of studying for her PT and biolo-
gy degrees.  She has presented this course for  
several years now and enjoys it more each time.  
Chris and her husband have three children, and her 
all-time favorite role is being a mom. 
 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICES UMBRELLA: 
WHERE WILDLIFE AND HISTORY ABOUND 
Don Chalfant 
May 5   (1 Friday)   
10:30 am to 12:30 pm 
Silver Maples, 100 Silver Maples Dr., Chelsea, MI 
When we tour the vast reaches of the United State 
by car, on foot, or from our living room armchairs, our 
destinations typically include the great National 
Parks: Yosemite, Yellowstone, the Grand Canyon.  
What we often miss are the many other remarkable 
sites under the National Park umbrella: the refuges, 
forests, grasslands, monuments, memorials, rivers, 
seashores, parkways, lakeshores, and landmarks.   
In this presentation, Don shares his stunning  
photographic panorama of these treasures.  He will 
focus on their flora and fauna, breathtaking scenic 
views, and recognized historical significance.  On the 
100th anniversary of the National Park Service, Don 
welcomes you to join him in a tribute to the work of 
this agency and its mission to preserve, unimpaired, 
our natural and cultural resources.  The first National 
Park is the Yellowstone National Park, established in 
1872. 
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Don Chalfant received his undergraduate and graduate 
degrees from the University of Michigan.  He retired from 
the Ann Arbor Schools in 1995, where he taught  
elementary students for many years.  In retirement, Don 
indulges his passion for the outdoors, and especially for 
birding.  He has recently added nature photography to 
his list of enthusiastic pursuits. 
 
 
REIKI: THE JAPANESE ART OF HEALTH AND 
HAPPINESS 
Andrew Anders 
(Presented in cooperation with Washtenaw  
Community College) 
March 3, 10, 17, 24  (4 Fridays)  
2:00 to 4:00 pm 
Chelsea Wellness Center  -  5 Healthy Towns  
Foundation, 14800 E.Old US 12, Chelsea, MI 48118 
This class is meant to establish and develop a strong 
and functional foundation in the Japanese system of  
Reiki.  In this course, students are introduced to an  
overview of the system, basic principles, concepts,  
terminology, practice methods and history.  Students are 
encouraged to establish a daily healing practice.  From 
this, students can then learn how to also help friends, 
family, animals, etc.  Handouts are provided and a  
certificate of completion is awarded at the end of the 
class. 
Andrew Anders is a professional Reiki teacher, and  
liability insured Reiki practitioner trained in a traditional 
form of Reiki through the International House of Reiki.  
Andrew began his Reiki training and practice in earnest 
in 2005.  He is an advocate for the sincere and credible 
communication and presentation of Reiki with emphasis 
on the roots and founding traditions of Usui Reiki Ryoho.  
His works, accomplishments, and activities include:  
presenting for U of M's Neuroacanthocytosis Conference 
(2016) - contributing author for the Crazy Wisdom  
Community Journal (2015) - teaches Reiki classes at 
Washtenaw Community College (since 2009) - offers 
Reiki treatment and practice sessions at the Lotus  
Center of Ann Arbor. 
 
 
TEDDY ROOSEVELT:  A BREATH OF FRESH AIR 
John Hauger 
May 12 & 19  (2 Fridays) 
10:30 am to 12:30 pm  
Silver Maples, 100 Silver Maples Dr., Chelsea, MI  
Pt 1 - Overcoming Adversity - A young man born into 
wealth and privilege finds himself facing many physical 
challenges.  See how these battles for health and 
strength prepare him for many adventures that lie ahead.  
Romance, tragedy and enounters with the wild west of 
the late 1800's culminate in a snow storm that drives him 
back east and into political office and the war with Spain. 
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Pt 2 - Guiding a Nation's Progress  -  Political  
Integrity can be a problem to those engaged in  
political corruption.  Follow Teddy Roosevelt as his 
popularity with the nation makes him vice president, 
a place where his enemies believe he will be out of 
their hair.  Suddenly, however, an anarchist brings 
down the president, and Roosevelt's integrity and 
progressive ideas become a nightmare for many 
political and industrial giants.  The nation bursts  
onto the world stage as never before.  The  
Twentieth Century is off and running. 
John Hauger is retired from Consumers Energy 
Company where he worked in the Information 
Technologies Group.  He taught IT classes at  
Jackson Community College as an adjunct  
instructor for over 25 years.  John loves history and 
also the evolution of recorded sound.  He collects 
phonographs and records from the 1895 to 1915 
era.  Combining these interests, he has assembled 
a number of programs for the Michigan Antique 
Phonograph Society and the Antique Phonograph 
Society based in California.  John is married to  
Dr. Garnet Hauger who is a retired professor of  
mathematics at Spring Arbor University. 
 
 
TRAVELOGUES  -  2 SESSIONS 
Kenya—People and Nature (Session 1) 
Rhoda Perkins-Boyer 
February 21 (1 Tuesday) 
1:00 to 3:00 pm 
St. Mary Church  -  Parrish Hall, 14200 E.  
Old US 12, Chelsea, MI  
Kenya is a rapidly changing nation with a wealth of 
history and beauty.  We will journey through the 
land of the Masai, looking at their history and  
culture and how they deal with the modern world.  
We will also travel through the stunning and well 
known, but fragile, Serengeti, Amboseli, Tsavo East 
& West and Masai Mara National Parks. 
Rhoda Perkins-Boyer has been a media specialist 
and a media director in Ohio and Michigan public 
schools.  She holds a B.S. Ed from Bowling Green 
State University and a M.A. from the University of 
Kentucky.  Rhoda and her husband, Joe Boyer, 
have traveled extensively, visiting nearly 40  
countries.  Rhoda shares their experiences with 
youth and adult audiences. 
1,800 MILES AND COUNTING (Session 2) 
David Larwa 
February 28 (1 Tuesday) 
1:00 to 3:00 pm 
St. Mary Church  -  Parrish Hall, 14200 E.  
Old US 12, Chelsea, MI  
Join David, a modern-day pilgrim, and learn why 
the Way of Saint James was one of the most  
important pilgrimages during the Middle Ages and 
the rise of its current popularity.  David has  
completed three pilgrimages across Spain:  the 
French, Portuguese, and Norte.  David will share 
some Spanish history and personal insights gained 

while walking at three miles an hour. 
David Larwa has served as the National Science 
Consultant for several major publishing  
companies.  During that time David did research, 
wrote educational materials for children, and 
worked with teachers throughout the world. 
 
 
WWI  -  LIKE LAMBS TO THE SLAUGHTER 
Dennis Fiems 
April 6   (1 Thursday) 
7:00 to 8:30 pm 
Chelsea District Library, McKune Room,  
221 S. Main Street, Chelsea, MI 
PLEASE NOTE:  THIS IS A FREE CLASS, BUT 
YOU MUST REGISTER AT THE CHELSEA  
DISTRICT LIBRARY, CALL 734.475.8732 
"Home by Christmas" was the cry at the start of 
World War I, but after nearly two and a half years 
there was no end to the war in sight, and it was  
creating great stresses in the countries that were 
paying a horrible price.  Join OCC world history 
Professor Emeritus, Dennis Fiems, as he  
discusses the failure to come to a quick  
resolution to the war.  This program is scheduled 
on the 100th anniversary of the U.S. entry into 
WWI.  This is a follow-up to the Fall 2016 pro-
gram "The Shot that Killed Millions," but previous 
attendance is not required. 
Professor Emeritus Dennis Fiems graduated 
from Henry Ford Community College, received 
his Bachelor's Degree from the University of 
Michigan, and a Master's Degree from Eastern 
Michigan University.  He was a charter member 
of the faculty of Oakland Community College 
where he taught for 42 years.  Mr. Fiems was  
active in the academic governance of Oakland 
Community College, as well as being committed 
to his teaching.  Three times his peers selected 
him as the campus Outstanding Faculty Person. 
 
 
 
 

PLEASE NOTE 
 
Due to the extensive renovation project at the  
Chelsea Retirement Community, we are moving our 
office.  Our new contact information is:  
   
          Phone Number:    734.292.5540 

Mailing Address:  PO Box 134  
                               Chelsea, MI 48118  
 
Our new office space is at 5 HEALTHY TOWNS 
OFFICES in the Chelsea Wellness Center.  
 
We are grateful for the continued support of CRC, 
Silver Maples, Cedars of Dexter, Chelsea Senior 
Center, Chelsea District Library, as well as  
St. Mary & St. Paul’s  Churches. 


